JY£JVcA JV£W5 


VOL 53 Winter 1999 NO.l 



A Coin Of Ancient Byblos 

by Bob Fritsch 


Inventing A Monetary System: The Legacy of 
Augustus By F. A. Liberatore 

1998 ANA Summer Conference 

By Craig D. Blackstone 

New England Area Club Meeting Dates and 
Times 

NENA Classified Ads 



















KAY COINS 
INTERNATIONAL 



P.o. Box 485 
Hudson, MA 01749 
Tel/Fax (508) 562-4159 

Please send for a copy of my mail order list of 
International Coins from over 100 countries 

Always buying US & International Coins 





















Application Form 

for the 

ARTHUR AND PRUE FITTS NUMISMATIC 
SCHOLARSHIP 


NAME_ 

TELEPHONE_ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

QUALIFICATION ( ) ARTICLE ( ) TALK ( )EXHIBIT 
( )CLUB RECOMMENDATION 

(PLEASE ENCLOSE THE REQUIRED PROOFS) 

I understand that if I win, I must commit to attending the 1999 ANA 
Summer Seminar. If I cannot commit by the deadline required by the 
Committee, I will forfeit the scholarship and another name will be drawn 
for the award. I certify that the submitted material is my own work. 

SIGNATURE_ 

DATE_ 

Committee Use Only; Received_ 

Receipt sent_ 


THIS FORM MAY BE REPRODUCED AS OFTEN AS 
NECESSARY 
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PRESIDENT S COMMENTS 

Bob Fritsch 


I am sad to inform you that this is my last 
communication with you in this forum. Last year I made it 
known that I would not seek reelection as your President, 
having served that office for five great years. I had counted 
on a well-deserved rest from the pressures of leading a 
large organization such as NENA. Alas, this wish was not 
to be, as nobody stepped forward to take the reins from me. 
Against my better judgment, I agreed to fill in as Acting 
President until a replacement was found or until 1 could no 
longer do the job. 

As it turned out, the latter event happened first. A form 
of burnout forced me to relinquish my role as Acting 
President, and I informed certain members of the Board of 
Directors of that fact. The malady basically forced me into 
inaction of virtually everything, from not answering the 
mail to not taking good care of oneself. The intervening 
months without the pressures of office have been 
therapeutic for me, and I am starting to get back into the 
swing of things now. It is unfortunate that my tenure 
should come to such an end, but it happened. 

Where does that leave NENA? As you can see from 
the Board of Directors list in the front of this magazine, the 
top two positions are vacant as are two Director seats It 
is amazing to me that in an association of 500 members that 
somebody does not want to run things. We had an offer 
from a member to take the Presidency, but there was too 
much potential for a conflict of interest to accept the offer. 

In the meantime, the Board is continuing plans for the 
1999 Conference and Convention and is close to choosing 
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a site. This is the major business of NENA, and the 
thought of not having a show is totally unacceptable 

NENA NEEDS YOU! This is a great organization and 
the members of the Board are hard working and skilled at 
their accepted tasks. All that is needed is a good leader to 
set course for the Association. 

Bob Fritsch 


1998 ANA Summer Conference 

Craig D. Blackstone 

As the fortunate winner of the 1998 Arthur and Prue 
Fitts Scholarship, I was able to spend a week last July 
attending the 30th Annual ANA Summer Conference, held 
at ANA headquarters on the campus of Colorado College 
in Colorado Springs The week began with a welcoming 
reception on a Saturday night. Much talk among the over 
300 attendees centered on the administrative changes that 
had just taken place at the ANA, including the abrupt 
departure of the recently hired Executive Director, the 
resignation of James Taylor as Education Director, and the 
resignation of staff numismatist and authenticator J P Mar¬ 
tin. However, the mood was upbeat, and the opening 
ceremony was the perfect venue to meet other conference 
attendees. 

All students signed up for a specific course, choosing 
among a wide array of topics — from ancient coins to 
tokens, counterfeit detection to coin photography. I en¬ 
rolled in “America’s Money, America’s Story,” taught by 
Dr. Richard Doty, the Curator of Numismatics at the 
National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Insti- 
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tution. It was based largely on a book that he had just 
completed by the same title In it he discussed the different 
forms of money in use from pre-European days to the 
present — from beaver pelts and wampum to smart cards 
and credit cards. He was particularly interested in the 
political, economic, social, geographic, and military back¬ 
grounds that led to the development of America’s coins and 
notes As a bonus, we all received a copy of his book for 
more detailed study and further enjoyment. 

Classes consumed much of the morning and the after¬ 
noon during the week. In the evenings, several different 
optional events and tours were offered. Those events I 
chose entailed two trips to Denver. One day, we visited the 
Denver mint, receiving a guided tour on the production 
floor! Another night, a large group watched a Colorado 
Rockies vs. San Diego Padres baseball game at Coors 
Field. I also took a trip to the top of Pikes Peak on a cog 
rail, ultimately reaching over 14,000 feet above sea level. It 
was so high that there were patches of snow — although the 
temperature in Colorado Springs was over 95 °F at the 
time. Finally, I took advantage of the opportunity to see 
how Editor Barb Gregory and her staff produce The Nu¬ 
mismatist each month, getting a glimpse of how computers 
are revolutionizing the publishing industry. 

Throughout the week other opportunities abounded, 
such as the annual book sale, where prices became cheaper 
as the week went on! Many numismatists could be seen 
carrying stacks and stacks of books from the sale There 
were “Bull Sessions” nearly every evening and many infor¬ 
mal opportunities to ask questions in just about any numis¬ 
matic field, as so many experts were there. The ANA 
museum was open for perusal of the exhibits, highlighted 
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by the opportunity to see both an 1804 silver dollar and 
1913 Liberty nickel. The well-equipped library at ANA 
headquarters was open frequently, providing me an oppor¬ 
tunity to research a paper on Dr. Lewis Feuchtwanger. 
Many other numismatists were taking similar advantage of 
this valuable resource. As with any good conference, the 
lines between instructor and student tended to blur, and 1 
learned as much from the other participants as from the 
instructors. 

A highlight of this and every Summer Conference was 
the young numismatists (YN) auction held on Wednesday 
evening, an auction run by the YNs to provide scholarships 
for the next year. Once again, this event was very success¬ 
ful — in terms of attendance, a good time, and money 
raised. It was one of the few nights where there were not 
other events and tours scheduled to encourage attendance 
by all. 

The week came to a close with the Graduation Banquet 
on Thursday evening. At the banquet, J.P Martin was 
honored as a Numismatic Ambassador, and Ed Rochette 
was announced as the interim Executive Director of the 
ANA. After the Banquet, many of us were thrilled to 
watch Ron Landis of the Gallery Mint Museum strike 
souvenir pieces from dies that he and Virginia Janssen had 
engraved for the conference. Later, he obliged many with 
“errors-on-request” The next morning, all the participants 
went their separate ways. 

The ANA Summer Conference is a pleasure to at¬ 
tend, and I believe all numismatists should attend one! I 
have no doubt that future winners of the Fitts Scholarship 
will agr 
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A Letter to the Editor from YN, David Cooper 



I am David Cooper, a 13-year-old member ofNENA. 
I am writing this because I am doing a Youth Day coin 
show on March 21 st at the ONA show in Syracuse, New 
York. 

When I was younger I attended a couple of youth 
coin seminars at NENA that were directed by Larry 
Gentile. I had a lot of fun. I decided that I would like to 
coordinate a youth show in my area as my Boy Scout 
Eagle project. I hope to introduce other kids to this 
hobby just like Mr. Gentile did for me. 

I hope that you will publish this in the Newsletter 
because I would like others to know that Mr. Gentile is a 
nice person, and I would like to thank him for all that he 
has done for kids. 

Sincerely, 

David Cooper 




Editor’s Note: 


Thanks, David, for you letter and your comments about 
the fine work that Larry Gentile has done for NENA and 
many other numismatic organizations through the years. 

David’s letter shows us that volunteerism does pay off 
for our hobby, our youth and our communities. Hats off to 
David Cooper for spreading the word about the joys of 
numismatics among his peers. 

Youth Day Coin Show Information 

David Cooper’s Youth Day Coin Show will be held on 
Sunday, March 21, 1999 at the Ramada Inn on Buckley 
Road in Liverpool, NY. It will be in conjunction with the 
Onondaga Numismatic Association’s Syracuse coin show. 
The hours will be from 11:30 AM to 3:30 PM. Ail YNs will 
be admitted free. There will be lots of games, prizes and 
videos, and a Boy Scout merit badge counselor will be 
available. For more information, contact: 

David Cooper, Youth Coordinator 
Box 42 

Manlius, NY 13104 
Phone: (315) 682-7699 (After 4PM) 

E-Mail: upstate@dreamscape.com 
Web Site: http://www.dreamscape.com/upstate 
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Inventing A Monetary System: The Legacy of 
Augustus 

By F. A. Liberatore 

The Roman Republic ultimately became nothing more 
than strong men who had risen to the top of the oligarchy 
and had military backing. The Senate had little power, and 
“The People” was an interesting expression but little more. 
The strong men are the major historical figures: Julius 
Caesar, Pompey, Marc Antony, Crassus and Octavius, the 
nephew Caesar adopted as a son. The Roman Republic was 
torn to pieces from 49-31 BC in a convulsive series civil 
wars between teams of the strong men The surviving team 
then had a falling out, and a supreme victor emerged 

The coinage situation was not a very good one for the 
average person. No bronze coins had been issued since 80 
BC, and none were until 27 BC with the exception of a 
brief and now rare issue in 38 BC. The silver denarius was 
common Less commonly issued were the silver Vi denarius 
and ] A denarius known respectively as a quinarius and 
sestertius. A denarius was worth 16 ASSES and each AS 
was worth 12 uncia. The bronze AS and the 1,2,3,4 and 6 
uncia coins were to some extent still in circulation 

Imagine how business would be conducted if the only 
common money was the $20 bill with some 5 and 10 dollar 
bills available, but only a few. The last dollar bills would 
have been issued in the 1930s, and no change was around 
except for a few half-dollars that had been issued about 10 
years ago. Commerce would exist, but it wouldn’t be easy; 
and a lot of barter and change in goods would be the order 
of the day. (E.g. gum, matches, postage stamps, nails, 
screws, bolts, nuts and washers, cartridges, canned goods 
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etc.) In fact there would be a premium for small change. 

The supreme victor from the chaotic situation was not 
the best general and probably not the best leader, but he 
was easily the best judge of men and their talents and 
loyalty. Octavius later changed his name to Augustus 
Caesar. Unlike all of the other strong men, he died in bed at 
twice the average life span of the times. As the “first 
citizen” he ruled in the name of a sham republic, but it really 
was an empire. 

Augustus was a superb administrator. The basic system 
of government, army organization, and coinage system that 
he established lasted for more than 200 years after his death 
in 14 AD. He regularized the coinage in terms of both 
denominations and frequency of issue to meet the needs of 
commerce. Gold was issued regularly as the aureus and 
sometimes the V 2 aureus or quinarius was issued These 
pieces were equal in value to 25 and 12.5 denarii 
respectively. These gold coins represented small fortunes at 
the time. 

The denarius remained, as did the copper 1/16 th 
denarius. But the l/4 th denarius became the famed and 
impressively sized bronze sustertius, which was bigger than 
a half-dollar and twice as thick. New denominations were 
created. The bronze dupondius was worth 2 ASSES, which 
was now divided into four quadrans. Coin valued at 1 
quadran were issued as well as 2 quadrans, the copper 
semis. Thus a denarius was worth 64 quadrans, and as 
result Augustus had provided the average citizen with 
plentiful small change again. 

Readers will not be surprised to learn that the “Age of 
Augustus” was a very prosperous period for the people 
who lived it. Augustus had helped lay the foundation for a 
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thriving economy by providing peace, a just government, 
sensible taxation, and plenty of the most important 
economic lubricant of all: lots of coined money. Small 
wonder that his fellow Romans deified Augustus shortly 
after his death. We still honor his memory by the month of 
August. A coin of Augustus with his portrait will not be 
cheap in decent condition. Sorry! Happy collecting! 



A COIN OF ANCIENT BYBLOS 

by Robert F. Fritsch 

My collecting style is often reactive rather than proac¬ 
tive. In other words, I like to get coins that strike my fancy 
instead of having a plan like, "I will buy an Athenian Owl in 
March of 2000." This habit has lead me to find some 
mighty interesting coins that I have to research after the 
purchase Some might say that this is a dangerous habit, 
but if the dealer is reputable, there should be small problem 
in resolution of misattribution 

That said, I am now the proud possessor of a Phoeni¬ 
cian coin found at a recent Nashua Third Sunday show 
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The coin's main feature, a hippocamp, jumped out of dealer 
Jim Skalbe's case into my eye. Always wanting to possess 
a coin depicting one of these legendary creatures, I entered 
into conversation with him and after a short negotiation 
walked away with the prize in my pocket. 

How best to find out about my new possession? The 
Internet is a good place to start, and within minutes I had a 
wealth of information about the city and even a bit about 
the coin itself. Other reference works on ancient numis¬ 
matics from my library rounded out the story. 

Byblos is an ancient city on the coast of modern 
Lebanon, about 40km north of Beirut. It is the oldest 
continuously inhabited city on earth, starting as a fishing 
village over 7000 years ago. It was known in the Bible as 
Gebal, and the modern name is Jbail or Jbeil. Byblos 
became famous as the source of the Phoenician alphabet 
and a new medium of inscription. The ancient name stems 
from the Greek word for papyrus or book. The city was an 
important lumber shipping port by the third millennium 
B.C.E., was burned to the ground in the second millen¬ 
nium, and was quickly rebuilt into one of the main ports of 
the time. It became part of the Persian Empire and had 
conflicts with it 

That brings us to the time that this coin was struck. It 
is a silver dishekel struck to the Phoenician standard of 
about 12.4 grams weight. On the obverse, three hoplite 
soldiers (conscripts) with helmets, spears, and shields ride 
in a galley. Below is the hippocamp, Poseidon's legendary 
mount, a winged horse with the body and tail of a fish. A 
murex shell is below the beast, the source for the wonderful 
purple dye that was a major part of the Phoenician econ¬ 
omy. 
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The reverse depicts a bull being attacked by a lion, a 
theme that recurs throughout ancient coinage. The bull is 
Persia (the bad guys) and the lion depicts the local good 
guys. Depending what these two animals are doing to each 
other tells the story of how the latest conflict is going (or is 
wishful thinking on the part of the issuer). Here the story is 
that Byblos is winning. A Phoenician inscription says 
"Adramelek Melek Gebal" which identifies Adramelek, 
King of Gebal, 340 B C E. Sear 6011 is similar to this coin. 
The illustrations came off the Internet and are not as nice as 
my coin. 

Ancient numismatics is a fascinating study, as the above 
story shows. A little bit of research can bring large rewards 
of knowledge, plus the coin is a fascinating artifact of a 
bygone era. 

SOURCES: 

http://www.lebanon-online.com/agenda/coins.html for the 
illustrations 

http://www.nala.com/lebanon/GEBAL.htm(l) for the story 
of Gebal 

Head, Barclay V, Historia Numorum. New York: Stan¬ 
ford J Durst, 1983 Translation of the inscription and 
description of the coin. 

© 1999 by Robert F Fritsch 
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ARTHUR AND PRUE FITTS NUMISMATIC 
SCHOLARSHIP 


For the third consecutive year Arthur and Prue Fitts 
have established a full scholarship for an adult collector 
from New England to attend the ANA Summer Seminar. 
This year’s seminar will be held July 10-16, 1999. The 
scholarship includes tuition, class materials, and room and 
board. The student must pay for transportation costs to and 
from Colorado Springs, which is the location of the semi¬ 
nar. 

It is the desire of the Committee to award this scholar¬ 
ship to a collector who will benefit from it, and who has 
shown a commitment to numismatics in New England. It is 
also our desire that each applicant has an equal opportunity 
of winning the award. With those goals in mind, here are 
the criteria for awarding the scholarship: 

1. The winner will be determined by a random drawing 
from all eligible applicants. The winner must accept the 
scholarship within seven days of notification If the first 
person cannot accept, second (and subsequent) names 
will be drawn who will be granted the same response 
time. The scholarship will be awarded to the first 
person who firmly commits to attendance. 

2. The period of eligibility shall be between February 1 
and March 1, 1999. An applicant may become eligible 
for the this award in any one of four ways: 

a. Publish a numismatic article in a local, regional, or 
national numismatic periodical. Enclose a copy of 
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the article as published. If a submitted article has 
not been published by the deadline, a statement of 
intent to publish from the periodical is sufficient. 
The NENA News is an excellent choice to meet 
this eligibility option. 

b. Enter a competitive numismatic exhibit in a local, 
regional or national numismatic competition. The 
judges’ scoring sheets or a statement from the 
sponsor will be sufficient proof. The NENA con¬ 
vention is an excellent venue for exhibits and 
certification is automatic. 

c. Make a numismatic presentation to a local, re¬ 
gional or national numismatic group. An officer of 
the numismatic organization must certify that the 
applicant gave the presentation. 

d. A New England numismatic club may nominate 
anyone who cannot become eligible by any of the 
previous means. Each club may nominate one and 
only one person for the award. Such nominations 
should be reserved only for those who cannot 
qualify by any other means 

3 This competition is open to all collectors of coins, 
medals, tokens, paper money and exonumia who live 
in New England. Proof of eligibility is the responsibil¬ 
ity of the applicant. 

4 To enter, fill out the entry form, obtain the applicable 
proof(s) of eligibility and send it to: 

SCHOLARSHIP 
P O Box 3003 
Nashua, NH 03061-3003 
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Each entry will be acknowledged by mail within ten 
days of receipt. If you do not get this acknowledg¬ 
ment, please write to the above address. Only one 
entry per person shall be accepted. Eligibility will be 
checked as will New England residency. 

5. Upon completion of travel, the recipient must submit 
a written report about the Seminar to the Committee 

6. All incidential expenses, including taxes, resulting 
from this award will be the responsibility of the 
winner. 


Robert F. Fritsch, chairman 
Arthur M. Fitts III 
Prudence Fitts 


An official application form has been enclosed with 
this issue of the NENA News. 


toolT This is the Place 

for COIN & PAPER MONEY COLLECTORS in the Northeast to get a 
jump on the Convention Season. Join us again this year for the largest 
gathering of Coin & Paper Money Dealers and Collectors in the New York/ 
New England Area. 




if^Vl 26th Annual Show ^ 


The "Biggest" little 
coin and paper 
money show in 
New England 



ELKS LODGE 
\£. Pleasant St., Rt. 32 
S- Willimantic, Conn. 
Sunday, 
March 7,1999 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
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50 Dealers 

Bourse & Exhibition 
Public Invited - Free Admission 
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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC 

ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES COINS 

Collectors, Dealers and Investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc. for the more than 30 continuous years we have 
been in business. 

If you are buying, we have an inventory of several hundred NGC, 
PCGS and ANACS coins that change daily. For a free list and to 
receive a periodic listing of our current inventory , we request your 
address or fax number. We also service want lists on an aggressive 
basis. 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. It does not need to be certified. Single coins 
or complete collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dealers, 
doesn't it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc. 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows, call, fax or write us 
today Authorized dealer in all major grading services. 



10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 

1-800-449-2646 

978-369-9155 

978-369-9619 (Fax) 

Email: nencoin(o)aol.com 

Visit us on the Web at http://www.collect.com/northeast 


Thomas 
Caldwell 
ANA LM 
#1318 
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NENA News Advertising Information 

NENA News is the official publication of NENA, the 
New England Numismatic Association. It is published 
quarterly and mailed to all members of the association 
in good standing. For information about NENA or this 
publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS 
Box 586 

Needham, MA 02192-0006 

NENA NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE OF BACK COVER $55 

Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 


Calling for 

NENA News Articles 

Why not share your knowledge with your fellow 
collectors? If you have never written an article before, or if 
you are unsure as to how to proceed, your editor will be 
glad to give you a hand. And remember, it’s a great way 
to qualify instantly for the Fitts Scholarship program! 
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COIN SHOW NEWS 


Willimantic, CT 50 dealer show featuring the leading coin and 
paper money dealers in New England. Sunday, March 7, 1999 
at the Elks' Lodge, Pleasant St., Rt. 32, Willimantic, Conn. 9:00 
AM to 4:00 PM. 

New Bedford, MA 40 tables, Sunday May 30 at the V.F.W. 
Poirier Post. 929 Ashley Boulevard, 10 AM to 4 PM 

TO LIST S'ENA MEMBER CLUB COIN SHOWS IN UPCOMING 
ISSUES OF NENA NEWS. SEND INFORMATION ALONG WITH A 
TELEPHONE NUMBER TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, 
BOSTON M4 02117-1314. 

Club Meeting Times and Places 

Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone Municipal Center, 
Fire Dept. Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA. Meetings third 
Tuesday, 7PM 

Boston Numismatic Society. Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, Sept. 

- June, 8PM For information: (978) 687-2888 

Central Connecticut Coin Club. Manchester National Guard 
Armory, 330 Main Street, Manchester, CT 06040. Meetings first 
Tuesday Sept. - June, 7 P.M. For information: (203) 529-0715 

Collectors Club of Boston. Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands. MA. Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept. 

- June, 8 P.M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England. Woman's Club, 72 Columbus 
Street. Newton Highlands. MA. Meetings all at 8:00 PM: the 
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first Monday, Oct. - June, 8 P.M except September the second 
Monday of the month. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community Center, Comer 
Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME. Meetings first 
Tuesday, 7 P.M. for information: (207) 794- 6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine Veterans Home, 290 
U.S. Route 1, Scarborough, ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 
September to June at 7:00 PM. Stephen A. Crain, 89 Varney 
Mill Rd„ Windham, ME, 04062, (207) 892-7113. 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club, Andrew Dahill V.F.W., 
Park Street, New Bedford, MA. Meetings second and fourth 
Sundays, 7 P.M. For information, John Izidoro, P.O. Box 2991, 
New Bedford, MA 02741. 

Mansfield Numismatic Society. Mansfield Center Library, Rt 
89, Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT. Meetings fourth 
Monday, Sept, through April (except December) 7:30 P.M. 
Annual Coin Show in March, Dinner/Donation Auction in 
December. For information, call (203) 429-6970 (6 -9 P.M.) 

Nashua Coin Club. Chandler Memorial Library. 257 Main 
Street, Nashua. NH. Meetings second Monday. 7PM except 
June and October. 

Newport Country Coin Club, Howard Johnson's Lodge, 351 
West Main Road (Rt. 138 at Two Mile Comer), Middletown, 
RI. Meetings second Tuesday, 8 P.M. For information: Walter 
Clavette, P.O. Box 3, Newport, RJ 02840. 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood Center, 
intersection of Routes 1 and 2. Pawcatuck. CT. Meetings third 
Wednesday year round, 7:30 P.M. For information: David 
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Barbone, (860) 599-1571. 


Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of Columbus Hall, 169 
Worcester Street, Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday. 
September - June, 7:30 P.M. (Doors open at 6:30 P.M.) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good Sheperd, Elm 
Street. West Springfield, MA. Meetings second Sunday. 
September - June, 7 P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, Greendale People's 
Church Hall. 25 Francis Street, Worcester, MA. Meetings 
second Friday. September - June, 7:00 P.M For information: 
(508) 853-9258 (mornings only) 

TO LIST CLUB MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES IN NENA 
NEWS. SEND TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314. 
BOSTON, MA 02117-1314. 


DAVID J CORNELL 
TOM MOL ROONEY, JR 


MEDALS. TOKENS 
PAPER MONEY 
OLD WATCHES 



QUALITY DUMONO 1 OOLD JEWELRY AT WHOLESALE PRICES 


SPECIALIZING MUS.l WORLO CONS. STAMPS 


SUPPLIES • JEWELRY REPAIR 


PROFESSIONAL APPRAISALS 
ANA APS. 

C W T S I B.N S. I N S 
M A C O NENA TA MS 


144 BROADWAY 
CHICOPEE FALLS. MA 01020 


(413) 594-0550 


REQULAR HOURS 
MONDAY-THURSDAY 9 5 PM 
FRIDAY 9 6 PM SATURDAY 9 4 PM 


SUMMER HOURS 
MONDAY FRIDAY 9-4 PM 
SATURDAY 9-3 PM 
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NENA Classified Ads 


WANTED: Massachusetts Civil War Token MA 115 E-l, 
The Joseph Merriam die sinker variety with the “Good for a 
scent” reverse. William F. Clark, 16 Curtis Road, Canton, MA 
02021-3150. (3) 

WANTED: NENA Medals: 1952, gold, 1959 gold, 1963 gold 
plated, 1955 silver, 1958 silver, 1959 silver, 1961 silver plated , 
1962 silver, 1995 complete set. Write to NENA life member 
Frank J. Hoerzer, 409 Wormwood Hill Road, Mansfield Ctr., 
CT 06250. (3) 

WANTED: Lighter than air items. Also town, city or county 
commemorative medals from all of New England with or without 
ribbons. I need many of the older pieces. Please write first. Alvan 
Jones, P.O. Box 3423. Fayville, MA 01745. (2) 

WANTED: Articles/stories written between 1870 and 1940 
about macerated money products From shredded money sold 
by the Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. 
I would be interested in buying any items. Bertram Cohen, 169 
Marlborough St., Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-4754. (2) 

WANTED: Casino chip and gaming tokens collectors from New 
England. Our 1500+ member club is what you’re looking for. 
Write to NENA life member Archie Black. CCGTCC President, 
P.O Box 63, Brick NJ 08723. (3) 

POPOUTS/REPOUSSE: Information wanted on origin and 
history of popouts and the process. Also will purchase. Jack 
Haroian, 6 Eddy St., Auburn, MA 01501 NENA Life 
Member #2060. (3) 
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Wanted: 10 K Gold 1952 NENA medal, 1995 NENA 
Souvenir card, 1873 BNS medals, Kevin E. McKelvey 
P O Box 1061 Jackson, NJ 08527, FAX (732) 833-9096 
(Life Member 4097) (1) 

Wanted: U.S. Coins and Civil War Tokens. Certified and raw 
coins. William T. Jones, Numismatist, P.0. Box 1314, Boston, 
MA 02117. (617) 341-2514, NENA Life Member #2060. (1) 

Wanted: Capped Bust Half Dollars VF-EF, original coins 
only Buy or trade. Write or fax detailed description. Bill Brown. 
679 Plank Rd. Clifton Park. NY 12065. Phone (518) 373-1145, 
FAX (518) 373-1569. (3) 

For Sale: Rolled cents, One of each except where noted. 1955-D 
(2 rolls) 1959-D, 1960-D. 1968, 1968-D. 1969-D, 1971-S (4 
rolls). 1971-D (5 rolls), 1973-S, 1973. All for $95 or best offer 
+ S&H D.R. Dietz, 35 Pleasant St., Hyanms, MA 02601, (508) 
771-6206. Life member (1) 

WANTED: Statue of Liberty exonumia collector buying New 
York City "safe and sane” or public school athletic league 
medals Also need Salem, Mass. Tercentenary' medal. Paul 
Lajoie, 36 Maple Road, Longmeadow, MA 01106-3102. (3) 

WANTED: Information on the Sons of Liberty Medal used by 
the men during the 1700s Revolutionary time. Many people tell 
me that it is a figment of Hollywood’s imagination & none have 
ever appeared Art Kay, P.O. Box 485, Hudson, MA 01749 (1) 

Desperately Wanted: US Colonial, especially rare Connecticut 
and NJ’s. and rare Redbook types. Also pre-1835 US gold. Coin 
Rarities of New England, 1231-B East Main Street #228, 
Meriden. CT 06450-1019. 1-800 COINS-99 (1) 
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Classified Ad Policy (PLEASE NOTE!!) 

FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word 
classified ad related to numismatics. This is your chance to 
buy, sell or trade your coins, currency, medals, tokens, 
books or whatever ... 

Send your typed or clearly written ad to: 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117- 
1314 

PLEASE NOTE 

The editor reserves the right to revise ads and allocate 
space among those who have placed ads in the past. When 
space is limited, preferences will be given to (1) those 
whose ads have not been published previously, and (2) 
those whose ads have been “bumped” from previous 
issues. 

NOTE! 

All ads will be published twice. After the second 
publication of your ad, you must send me a letter 
stating that you would like your notice to be published 
again. The goal of this policy is to keep the material 
fresh and to avoid unwanted responses after your 
needs have been fulfilled. 

Each ad will be followed by a number (1) or (2). If 
a (2) appears at the end of your ad, that means that 
your editor will not publish it in the next issue of the 
NENA News unless I receive a letter from you telling 
me to renew it. 
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□ J 5.00 Junior Membership (under 18) NENA 

Date of Birth _ P. O. Box 586 

Z S 10.00 Club Membership Needham, MA 02192-0006 

~S100.00 Club Life Membership 

SENA Sews. A quarterly publication of the .Vrw England Numismatic Association, is included with membership 
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An Unsurpassed Record 
of Auction Success 

W e invite you to become a part of our spectacular 1998-1999 auction sea¬ 
son! When it comes time to sell, you deserve the best-Auctions by Bow¬ 
ers and Merena, Inc. Whether your collection is worth several thousand dollars or 
millions of dollars, we can realize for you the highest possible market price! What 
other auction houses claim to do, Auctions by Bowers and Merena has already 
done—and has the records to prove it. 

We have handled more valuable collections and 

have set more auction price records than has any 
other firm. Our fabulous sales have included: 

/ The $44.9 million Eliasberg Collection 
/ The $25 million Garrett Collection 
/ The $20 million Norweb Collection. 

Of the top 10 world's record prices for U.S. coins 
at auction, those achieving the records have been: 

/ 7 records: Bowers and Merena (including the 
only two coins every to cross the $ 1 million mark) 

/ 1 record: Competitor A 
/ 1 record: Competitor B 
/ 1 record: Competitor C 
/ O records: Everyone else 

W hen you consign to Bowers and Merena, you consign to the most successful 
rare coin auction firm in American numismatic history! Let our record of 
success be your record of success, too. Call John Pack (Auctions Manager) or Q. 
David Bowers (Chairman of the Board) today (1 -800-458-4646) to include your coins, 
sets, or important individual pieces in our magnificent 1998-1999 auction program, 
lust by picking up the phone, you will be on your way to receiving a generous check! 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 • Wolfeboro, NH 03894 • 1-800-458-4646 







THE NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

presents its 

55th CONFERENCE AND CONVENTION 

55 tables in the bourse 
Competitive Exhibits 
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Club Meetings 

Watch for details in future 
issues of the NENA News! 
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KAY COINS 
INTERNATIONAL 



ART KAY 


P.o. Box 485 
Hudson, MA 01749 
Tel/Fax (508) 562-4159 

Please send for a copy of my mail order list of 
International Coins from over 100 countries 

Always buying US & International Coins 
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Minutes from the February Board Meeting 

The February 13, 1999 meeting of the NENA board 
was held in Manchester, CT. Five members of the board 
and one guest were present. Our guest was NENA member 
Joseph Duval, who is Vice President of Potpourri 
Enterprises. The committee asked him to find a suitable 
location for our 1999 convention. 

Mr. Duval had a contract from the hotel for a signature. 
The Sheraton Hotel in Waterbury, CT wrote it. The 
committee discussed the hotel costs and voted to sign the 
contract and attach a check for the deposit. 

The committee discussed many convention details for 
the next 90 minutes. The cost of dealer tables and 
convention ID badges were some of the many articles 
discussed. The convention dates will be Saturday, October 
30 and Sunday, October 31, 1999. The dealers will arrive 
on Friday afternoon to a buffet dinner. 

Potpourri Enterprises will solicit the dealers, set up the 
ballroom and advertise the show. The committee is looking 
forward to a very successful convention, but as usual it will 
depend on the participation and support of the NENA 
members. Please call Bob Anderson at (781) 449-0496 if 
you wish to volunteer. See you at the NENA convention, 
this fall at Waterbury, Connecticut. 

Minutes from the June Board Meeting 

A meeting of the New England Numismatic 
Association board of directors was held June 12, 1999, in 
Manchester, Connecticut. Robert Fritsch, Robert 
Anderson, Jack Hobbs, Richard Lavimodiere, George 
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Bilodeau JR, John Kiley, was present. Joseph Duval and 
Bob Hewey attended as guests. 

The membership report was accepted as written. The 
total Number of members has risen from 447 to 450 since 
January 1, 1999, but the number of members who have not 
paid their dues for 1999 was reported as 77. 

The Financial report was not ready for this meeting and 
a total cash amount was submitted as $16,645.51. The full 
report is to follow. 

Planning the 1999 convention was the focus of the 
meeting. Joseph Duval, chairperson of the bourse, 
reported that there will be 57 booths containing 86 tables. 
Seventeen of the booths have been sold. Dealer set-up will 
be on Friday, October 29, 1999, at 4PM. At that time the 
bourse will be available only to dealers. The 55 th Annual 
Convention is being held at the Sheraton Waterbury Hotel. 
To locate the hotel take exit 26 off 1-84 in Waterbury, CT. 

George Bilodeau JR will be Exhibit Chairperson.. 
Richard Lavimodiere volunteered to assist George with the 
exhibits. A post office box will be established for 
exhibitors. Exhibit rules will be printed in the NENA news. 
Awards must be ordered for the winners. 

Bob Anderson has ordered a medal struck 
commemorating the 55 th Annual Convention. The theme of 
the medal will be fifty years of NENA medals. Ordering 
information will appear in the next NENA News. 

The Love Token Society has requested that they hold a 
two hour meeting on Saturday, October 30. Robert Wester 
will speak on love tokens. 

The committee agreed on a design for badges to be 
worn by dealers, committee members and early birds. 

Volunteers from the two sponsoring clubs (Mansfield 
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and Manchester) will be available to help Lawrence 
Gentile, SR with the young numismatists. 

The convention booklet will be prepared by Joseph 
Duval. Joe will also inquire into security and liability 
insurance for the show. 

Jack Hobbs will contact dealers for donations to be 
raffled at the convention. 

The next meeting of the committee will be at the 
convention hotel in Waterbury, CT on Saturday, August 7, 
1999, at 10AM. 


New England Numismatic Association 

Membership Report 
June 11, 1999 


Life Members 

145 

Regular Members 

277 

Member Clubs 

19 

Junior Members 

5 

Complimentary Members 

4 

Total 

450 

Robert S. Anderson 
Membership Chairman 
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1999 NENA Conference and Convention 
to be Held in Waterbury, Connecticut 

The 1999 NENA Conference and Convention will be 
held on Saturday and Sunday, October 30 and 31 in 
Waterbury, Connecticut. The host hotel will be the Shera¬ 
ton Waterbury, which is located off exit 26 on 1-84. A map 
of the area appears on page 9 of this issue. 

The hotel is offering a special rate of $75.00 per night 
for a single person and $80.00 for a double. Reservations 
may be made Monday through Friday during normal work 
hours. The toll free number for calls outside of Connecticut 
is 1-800 541-0469. Within Connecticut the reservation 
number is (203) 573-1000. Only a limited number of rooms 
are available, and it is suggested that you make your 
reservations early. 

The bourse hours for the public will run from 9 AM to 
7 PM on Saturday and from 9 AM to 4 PM on Sunday. 
This year’s convention will feature a bourse, the exhibits, 
and a “what is it?” table. The Love Token Society will meet 
on Saturday at 10 AM. There may be a YN program, but 
the plans for that are not complete as now. A special “early 
bird” session for dealers will be held on Friday from 4 to 8 
PM. A separate admission will be charged for this event. 

The city of Waterbury, Connecticut has long been 
associated with numismatics. In the 19 th century the Scovill 
Manufacturing Company produced many of the Hard 
Times Tokens in the 1830s and ‘40s and a significant 
number of Civil War Tokens. Scovill also produced the 
brass frames for the encased postage, which circulated 
briefly during the Civil War. 

The Mattatuck Museum, which located at 144 West 
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Main Street, features 18 th and 19 th century paintings and 
sculptures by Connecticut artists. There are also exhibits 
that cover the Industrial history of Waterbury from 1700 
to 1950. One of the museum’s most unique exhibits is 
Charles Goodyear’s rubber desk. Goodyear, who was not 
a scientist, accidentally discovered the vulcanization pro¬ 
cess for rubber in 1839. 

The 1999 NENA convention will provide you with an 
opportunity to see and purchase many rare and unusual 
coins, pieces of paper money and tokens. It will also be a 
place to meet old friends and make new ones in the 
numismatic fraternity. Mark you calendar and make those 
reservations now for NENA 99! 


Calling for Exhibits 

One of the highlights of any NENA Convention is the 
exhibits. Here is your chance to share your knowledge 
and your collection with fellow collectors. Prizes will be 
awarded for each category, and there will be a People’s 
Choice Award and a Best of Show trophy. 

The exhibit rules and an application may be obtained by 
writing to the following address: 

NENA Exhibits 
P.O. Box 125 
Oxford, MA 01540 




From the West: Take 1-84 East through Waterbury to Exit 
26. Take CT-70 West to the Hotel. 

From the East: Take 1-84 West to Exit 26 and follow CT- 
70 West to the Hotel. 
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The 1999 NENA Medal 



Nineteen ninty-nine marks the 50 th anniversary of the 
NENA medal. This year’s medal features a reproduction of 
the first NENA medal. The reverse will be the NENA logo 
that has appeared on previous medals. The first NENA 
medals were given to those who attended the 5 th NENA 
conference, which was held in Springfield, Massachusetts 
in 1949. The medals were also sold through the NENA 
News for 35 cents each. 

The 1949 NENA medals were quite unusual because 
they were made from “average circulated” large cents. The 
reverse of the large cents was ground off, and the words 
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“Springfield / NENA / 1949 / Convention” were etched 
into the copper with a rubber stamp that had been dipped in 
acid. Only 100 of those medals were issued, and today they 
sell for between $100 to $200. 

The 1999 NENA medal will be struck in silver and 
bronze. Pre-ordered medals may be obtained at the 
convention or they may be sent to you by mail. Although a 
few unreserved medals will be available at the convention, 
the best way to insure that you will not be disappointed is 
place your order now on the form that has been enclosed 
with this addition of the NENA News. (NOTE: The 
unnumbered fine silver medals can only be purchased by 
pre-ordering them. Life members may purchase a bronze 
medal at a discount.) 

A Tribute to John Kittredge 

By George A. Bilodeau, Jr. 

What is a director emeritus? At NENA we have an 
honored director position that to me is a position earned from 
giving to the numismatic hobby, to NENA and all numisma¬ 
tists in the New England area. It is promoting the hobby no 
not only people who collect coins, tokens and medals. It is 
also for the newcomer and the person who is learning about 
what is available through the clubs in the area. John Kittredge 
is our director emeritus. He introduced me to the Worcester 
County Numismatic Society and NENA and continues to 
encourage people to get involved in the hobby today. 

In 1948 John Kittredge attended his first NENA conven¬ 
tion in Worcester, Massachusetts. Ten years later John 
served as NENA president and chaired the 1958 NENA 
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convention. He also designed the convention medal, which 
depicted a flying eagle that was similar to the bird on the 
U.S. Flying Eagle cent. 

John is not only a 50 year plus member of NENA but 
also a 52 year member of the Worcester County Numis¬ 
matic Society having joined in 1947. In 1956 he was 
president of the Society when it won first prize for its the 
National Coin Week program that the American Numis¬ 
matic Association sponsored for the general promotion of 
numismatics. The club assembled an exhibit that was show¬ 
cased at a bank and stores in Worcester, and local radio and 
TV stations also promoted the event. 

John was secretary of the Worcester Society for many 
years in the 1960s, and he has served on the board of 
directors of the Worcester Society and NENA. He is a 
former member of the Boston Numismatic Society, the 
Coin Club of Rhode Island and the Tri-county Coin Club of 
Warren, Massachusetts. John was also a contributor to the 
1972 Catalog of NENA Medals. He is still active on the 
NENA board. 

John is a life long resident of Worcester, Mas¬ 
sachusetts. He has traveled the world and has a particular 
fondness for Venice, Italy, which he has visited many times. 
He collects U.S. and world coins and has primarily col¬ 
lected world crowns since 1975. 

1 can proudly say that John introduced me to the 
Worcester club and NENA, and my participation in those 
organizations has enhanced my numismatic life. I truly 
value John’s numismatic knowledge and friendship 
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The Springfield, Massachusetts Baseball Medal 
By Bill Jones 



Coin and sports memorabilia collectors seldom com¬ 
pete for the same items, but there are a few exceptions. One 
of them is the Springfield, Massachusetts Pioneer Baseball 
Club medal. This piece, which is one of the earliest of all 
baseball collectibles, has captured the imagination of many 
collectors who would not have otherwise taken an interest 
in an item that is a medal, not a coin. 

Baseball has been popular in New England for many 
years. In the early 1800s, New Englanders played games 
such as rounders , town ball, and three old cat, which were 
early versions of the game. 

In the 1830s and ‘40s the “Massachusetts” or “New 
England” game became quite popular. Although that game 
resembled modern baseball, there were some significant 
differences. The bases were 60 instead of 90 feet apart and 
were marked by wooden stakes not bags. There was only 
one out per half inning, and there were no foul lines or fixed 
fielding positions. A batter could move on any batted ball 
regardless of where it went, but if a fielder hit a runner with 
a thrown ball between the bases, the runner was out. This 
practice, which was called “soaking,” sometimes made 
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baseball a painful game. 

The pitcher or “feeder” was the least important man on 
the field. He was required to pitch the ball so that the batter 
or “striker” could hit it. The game ended, not after nine 
innings but when one team scored 75 runs or “tallies” 

In 1846 Alexander Cartwright developed the first set of 
rules for the modern game of baseball. Cartwright in¬ 
creased the length of the base paths to 90 feet and estab¬ 
lished foul lines. He outlawed the practice of “soaking” 
which allowed the game to be played with a harder ball that 
could be hit harder and further. Cartwright’s rules became 
quite popular, and soon his disciples spread the new game 
to other parts of the United States. 

In 1857 two New York players, Jack Shelden and 
Henry Griswold, moved into the Springfield, Mas¬ 
sachusetts area. Shelden became the superintendent of the 
local Western Union office and Griswold had a job at the 
United States Arsenal. Both men introduced the local 
players to the new rules and on April 30, 1858 the Pioneer 
Baseball Club was born. The team played their games at 
Hampden Park, which was known nationally as a site for 
bicycle and horse racing. The park was located at a site 
beside the Connecticut River, which is now known as the 
North End Bridge. 

The team was formed into “three nines.” The first 
group was the starting players and the substitutes or bench 
came from the second and third teams. The players met 
every Friday during the season at 3 P.M. to practice and 
played their games on Saturday afternoons. The first offi¬ 
cial Pioneers game was played on July 4, 1858, The team 
quickly established a winning tradition and soon developed 
a reputation for baseball excellence. 
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By the fall of 1860 the Springfield Pioneers had de¬ 
feated all of their opponents in western Massachusetts. 
That prompted the Boston Bowdoins who had defeated 
every team in the eastern part of the state to issue a 
challenge. The standard practice was to play a best of two 
out of three game series, but when the Pioneers sent their 
proposed schedule to the Boston team, the Bowdoins 
replied that they could only fit one game into their sched¬ 
ule. 

Therefore the one game for the unofficial Mas¬ 
sachusetts state championship was played in Springfield on 
October 6, 1860. Although the weather was very cold, the 
game was a high scoring affair. When the last out was 
recorded, the underdog Pioneers had upset the Bowdoins 
by a score of 22 to 13. After the game the Bowdoins 
challenged the Pioneers to a two out of three game series, 
but the captain of the Springfield team replied that his team 
members “could not arrange their dates.” 

Following the game, the club secretary, Charles Vinton, 
arranged with die sinker John Adams Bolen to produce a 
medal that would honor the team. Although this was 
Bolen’s first medal, he executed it with the same high 
degree of skill that would mark almost all of his work. The 
obverse featured a batter receiving a pitch. He was dressed 
in long pants, not nickers and a 19 th century “wedding 
cake” baseball cap . This design was partially surrounded 
by the legend, “Pioneer Base Ball Club,” and 13 stars. The 
die was signed “J. A. Bolen” below the ground where the 
batter stood. The reverse featured a pair of crossed bats, 
three baseballs and the words, “Organized April 30, 1858 / 
Play / Ground / on / Hampden / Park / Springfield / Mass.” 

In the July 31, 1861 issue of The Springfield Repuhli- 


15 


can , the newspaper reported that the members of the 
team had paid for a very handsome medal by J. A. Bolen. 
The paper went on to say that duplicates of the medal had 
been distributed among the team members and their 
friends. In all 75 medals were struck in copper and 125 
pieces were issued in white metal. There have been 
rumors that a few Springfield baseball medals were struck 
in silver or possibly even in gold, but none of those pieces 
have been confirmed. In the 19 th century it was not 
unusual for a copper or white metal piece to be gold 
plated or given a silver wash. It is certainly conceivable 
that medals had been plated in silver or gold could have 
been mistakenly attributed as precious metal pieces. 

Today the Pioneer Baseball medal is a popular collec¬ 
tors’ item. High-grade examples are somewhat scarce 
because the team members and their fans carried many of 
the medals as pocket pieces. Although the mintage is 
fairly high for a 19 th century medal, collector demand has 
pushed auction prices to impressive levels. The copper 
pieces have sold for more than $800.00 (including the 
buyer’s fee) in Mint State condition and the white medal 
examples have sold for as much as $500.00. Recently a 
general decline in the value of some sports related col¬ 
lectibles has probably lowered those prices, but these 
baseball medals still bring strong prices relative to other 
varieties of 19 lh century exonumia. 

You will have to do some searching if you would like 
to add a Pioneer Baseball Club medal to your collection. 
Although the medal is not rare, the large token and medal 
dealers often do not have one in stock, and the piece is 
offered only occasionally at major auctions of exonumia. 


Special thanks to Neil Musante who provided most of 
the information for this article. Neil is writing a book on 
the medalic works of John Adams Bolen 


16 



Calling for 

Letters to the Editor 

Have you ever wanted express an opinion on some 
numismatic subject and didn’t know where you could share 
your thoughts? Now you have a forum - The NENA News! 
Send your letters to William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, 
Boston, MA 02117-1314. 

So just don’t sit there and fret. Write a letter to your 
NENA News editor today, and get your point across! 

Publication will be subject the appropriateness of the 
subject and space considerations. Letters may be edited in order to 
provide sufficient space for various subjects and points of view. All 
letters will become the property of the New England Numismatic 
Association. 



Calling for 

NENA News Articles 


Why not share your knowledge with your fellow 
collectors? If you have never written an article before, or if 
you are unsure as to how to proceed, your editor will be 
glad to give you a hand. And remember, it’s a great way 
to qualify instantly for the Fitts Scholarship program! 

NOTE: My backlog of articles is now depleted! Why 
not get your name up in lights, or at least grab the 
undivided attention of the NENA membership and 
write an article for the NENA News today! 
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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC 


ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES COINS 

Collectors, Dealers and Investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc. for the more than 30 continuous years we have 
been in business. 

If you are buying, we have an inventory of several hundred NGC, 
PCGS and ANACS coins that change daily. For a free list and to 
receive a periodic listing of our current inventory, we request your 
address or fax number. We also service want lists on an aggressive 
basis. 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. It does not need to be certified. Single coins 
or complete collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dealers, 
doesn’t it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc. 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows, call, fax or write us 
today. Authorized dealer in all major grading services. 



10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 

1-800-449-2646 


978-369-9155 

978-369-9619 (Fax) 

Email: nencoin@aol.com 


Thomas 

Caldwell 

ANALM 

#1318 


Visit us on the Web at http://www.collect.com/northeast 
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NENA News Advertising Information 

I 

NENA News is the official publication of NENA, the j 
New England Numismatic Association. It is published f 
quarterly and mailed to all members of the association 
in good standing. For information about NENA or this j 
publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS j 

Box 586 ! 

Needham, MA 02192-0006 

NENA NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE OF BACK COVER $55 

Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 


Did You Know... 

That 52 million silver dollars were melted during 
World War II? Some of the silver that was recovered 
from this melt was used in the Manhattan Project, the 
super secret undertaking that resulted in the development 
of the atomic bomb. Some better date coins were un¬ 
doubtedly melted during this period, but by far the most 
interesting were a group of Lafayette Dollars. 

The Lafayette Dollar was authorized in 1899 as a part 
of the United States’ participation in the 1900 Paris 
Exposition. These first U S. commemorative silver dol¬ 
lars were sold to the public to raise funds for an eques- 
trian statue of Lafayette that was to be built in Paris. Fifty 

(Continued on page 24) 
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COIN SHOW NEWS 


Willimantic, CT 50 dealer show featuring the leading coin and 
paper money dealers in New England. Sunday, March 7, 1999 
at the Elks’ Lodge, Pleasant St., Rt. 32, Willimantic, Conn. 9:00 
AM to 4:00 PM. 

New Bedford, MA 40 tables, Sunday May 30 at the V.F.W. 
Poirier Post, 929 Ashley Boulevard, 10 AM to 4 PM. 

TO LIST NENA MEMBER CLUB COIN SHOWS IN UPCOMING 
ISSUES OE NENA NEWS. SEND INFORMATION ALONG WITH A 
TELEPHONE NUMBER TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, 
BOSTON, MA 02117-1314. 

Club Meeting Times and Places 

Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone Municipal Center, 
Fire Dept. Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA. Meetings third 
Tuesday, 7 P.M. 

Boston Numismatic Society, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, Sept. 

- June, 8 P.M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Central Connecticut Coin Club, East Hartford Public Library, 
840 Mam Street, East Hartford, CT 06108. Meetings first 
Tuesday Sept. - June, 7 P.M. For information: (203) 529-0715 

Collectors Club of Boston, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept. 

- June, 8 P.M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings all at 8:00 P.M.: the 
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first Monday, Oct. - June, 8P.M. except September: the second 
Monday of the month. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community Center, Comer 
Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME. Meetings first 
Tuesday, 7 P.M. for information: (207) 794- 6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine Veterans Home, 290 
U.S. Route 1, Scarborough, ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 
September to June at 7:00 PM. Stephen A. Crain, 89 Varney 
Mill Rd., Windham, ME, 04062, (207) 892-7113. 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club, Andrew Dahill V.F.W, 
Park Street, New Bedford, MA. Meetings second and fourth 
Sundays, 7 P.M. For information, John Izidoro, P.O. Box 2991, 
New Bedford, MA 02741. 

Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center Library, Rt 
89, Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT. Meetings fourth 
Monday, Sept, through April (except December) 7:30 P.M. 
Annual Coin Show in March, Dinner/Donation Auction in 
December. For information, call (203) 429-6970 (6 - 9 P.M.) 

Nashua Coin Club, Chandler Memorial Library, 257 Main 
Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second Monday, 7 P.M. except 
June and October. 

Newport Country Coin Club, Howard Johnson’s Lodge, 351 
West Main Road (Rt. 138 at Two Mile Comer), Middletown, 
RJ. Meetings second Tuesday, 8 P.M. For information: Walter 
Clavette, P.O. Box 3, Newport, RI 02840. 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood Center, 
intersection of Routes 1 and 2, Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third 
Wednesday year round, 7:30 P.M. For information: David 
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Barbone, (860) 599-1571. 

Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of Columbus Hall, 169 
Worcester Street, Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday, 
September - June, 7:30 P.M. (Doors open at 6:30 P.M.) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good Sheperd, Elm 
Street, West Springfield, MA. Meetings second Sunday, 
September - June, 7 P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, Greendale People’s 
Church Hall, 25 Francis Street, Worcester, MA. Meetings 
second Friday, September - June, 7:00 P.M. For information: 
(508) 853-9258 (mornings only) 

TO LIST CLUB MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES IN NENA 
NEWS SEND TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, 
BOSTON, MA 02117-1314. 


DAY® J COWELL MEDALS. TOKENS 

TOM MULROONEY. JR PAPER MONEY 

OLD WATCHES 

jBxoaduray dobi cztynd cStamj} 

QUALITY WAMONO t OOLD JEWELRY AT WHOLESALE PRICES 
SPECIALISING IN U S t WORLO COINS. STAMPS 
SUPPLIES • JEWELRY REPAIR 
* SINCE 1001 - 

PROFESSIONAL APPRAISALS 

A N A. A P S. 144 BROADWAY 

C W T S I.B.N.S. I N S, CHICOPEE FALLS. MA 0I0M 

M A C D. N.E N.A. TAMS (413) 594 K50 


REGULAR HOURS 
MONDAY-THURSDAY 9 5 PM 
FRIDAY 9 8 PM SATURDAY 9 4 PM 


BUMMER HOURS 
MONDAY FRIDAY 9-4 PM 
8ATUROAY 9-3 PM 
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NENA Classified Ads 


FOR SALE: 7 different Chinese banknotes (1930’s & 40’s). 
$ 10.00/set. 4 different Hong Kong & Macau colony coins 
(1950’s and 70’s) $ 12.00/set. (Postage included) Chris Chany, 
170 Fayette Street, Wollaston, MA 02170. (1) 

WANTED: Lighter than air items. Also town, city or county 
commemorative medals from all of New England with or without 
ribbons. I need many of the older pieces. Please write first. Alvan 
Jones, P.O. Box 3423, Fayville, MA 01745. (1) 

WANTED: Articles/stories written between 1870 and 1940 
about macerated money products. From shredded money sold 
by the Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. 
I would be interested in buying any items. Bertram Cohen, 169 
Marlborough St., Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-4754. (1) 

POPOUTS/REPOUSSE: Information wanted on origin and 
history of popouts and the process. Also will purchase. Jack 
Haroian, 6 Eddy St., Auburn, MA 01501 NENA Life 
Member #2060. (1) 

Wanted: 10 K Gold 1952 NENA medal, 1995 NENA 
Souvenir card, 1873 BNS medals, Kevin E. McKelvey 
P.O. Box 1061 Jackson, NJ 08527, FAX (732) 833-9096 
(Life Member 4097) (2) 


Wanted: U.S. Coins and Civil War Tokens Certified and raw 
coins. I pay very competitive prices for choice coins and tokens. 
William T. Jones, Numismatist, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 
02117. (617) 341-2514, NENA Life Member #2060. (1) 
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For Sale: Rolls of Uncirculated cents. One of each except where 
noted. 1955-D (2 rolls) 1959-D, 1960-D, 1968, 1968-D, 1969- 
D, 1971-S (4 rolls), 1971-D (5 rolls), 1973-S, 1973. All for $95 
or best offer + S&H. D.R. Dietz, 35 Pleasant St., Hyannis, MA 
02601, (508) 771-6206. Life member (1) 

WANTED: Information on the Sons of Liberty Medal used by 
the men during the 1700s Revolutionary time. Many people tell 
me that it is a figment of Hollywood’s imagination & none have 
ever appeared. Art Kay, P.O. Box 485, Hudson, MA 01749 (2) 

Desperately Wanted: US Colonial, especially rare Connecticut 
and NJ’s, and rare Redbook types. Also pre-1835 US gold. Coin 
Rarities of New England, 1231 -B East Main Street #228, 
Meriden, CT 06450-1019. 1-800 COINS-99 (2) 


Did You Know... Continued from page 19 

thousand Lafayette Dollars were minted, but the Lafayette 
Monument Committee sold only 36 thousand pieces. The 
remaining 14 thousand coins were returned to the U S. 
Treasury. The coins remained in the Treasury’s vaults until 
1945 when they were melted. 

Coin dealer Aubrey Bebee heard about these coins, 
which then had a collectors’ value of about $10 each. He 
attempted to purchase them from the government, but 
unfortunately the Lafayette Dollars were melted before 
Bebee could close a deal with the Treasury. 

It was a shame the Bebee was not able to save those 
coins because some of them were undoubtedly in Choice 
Mint State condition. Today the Lafayette Dollar is one of 
the most difficult pieces in the U S. commemorative coin 
series to find in an attractive state of preservation. 
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Classified Ad Policy (PLEASE NOTE!!) 

FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word 
classified ad related to numismatics. This is your chance to 
buy, sell or trade your coins, currency, medals, tokens, 
books or whatever ... 

Send your typed or clearly written ad to: 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117- 
1314 

PLEASE NOTE 

The editor reserves the right to revise ads and allocate 
space among those who have placed ads in the past. When 
space is limited, preferences will be given to (1) those 
whose ads have not been published previously, and (2) 
those whose ads have been “bumped” from previous 
issues. 

NOTE! 

All ads will be published twice. After the second 
publication of your ad, you must send me a letter 
stating that you would like your notice to be published 
again. The goal of this policy is to keep the material 
fresh and to avoid unwanted responses after your 
needs have been fulfilled. 

Each ad will be followed by a number (1) or (2). If 
a (2) appears at the end of your ad, that means that 
your editor will not publish it in the next issue of the 
NENA News unless I receive a letter from you telling 
me to renew it. 
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J2eto (Englartb J^umismatic HsgociatiotT, 3int. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Name _ Date 

Please Print 


Mailing Address _ 

Ciiy/Town _ State _ ZIP 

Numismatic Interests _ 


ANA Number_ 


_ Other Affiliations_ 


Applicant’s Signature_ 


Dues per calendar year: 

□ $ 10.00 Regular Membership 

□ $100.00 Regular Life Membership 

□ $ 5.00 Junior Membership (under 18) 
Date of Birth_ 


Complete form and send with check 
Payable to NENA to: 

NENA 

P.O. Box 586 

Needham, MA 02192-0006 


□ $ 10.00 Club Membership 
D$I00.00 Club Life Membership 

NENA News. A quarterly publication of the New England Numismatic Association, is included with membership 




















An Unsurpassed Record 
of Auction uccess 

/O yO c invite you to become a part of. our spectacular upcoming auction 
V_ W season! When it conies time to sell, you deserve the best—Auctions by 
Bowers and Merena, Inc. Whether your collection is worth several thousand 
dollars or millions of dollars, we can realize for you the highest possible market 
price! What other auction houses claim to do, Auctions by Bowers and Merena 
has already done—and has the records to prove it. 

We have handled more valuable collections 
and have set more auction price records 
than has any other firm. Our fabulous sales 
have included: 

♦ The $44.9 million I'liasberg Collection 

♦ The $2.5 million Garrett Collection 

♦ The $20 million Norwcb Collection 

♦ Our ongoing sales of the 1 larry W. Bass, 
Jr. Collection 

Six of the top 10 world record prices for 
U.S. coins at auction, achieved by Bowers 
and Merena (including the only two coins 
ever to cross the $1 million mark) 

/^TVOhen you consign to Bowers and Merena, you consign to the most 
VV successful rare coin auction firm in American numismatic history! Let 
our record of success be your record of success, too. Call John Pack (Auction 
Director) or Q. David Bowers (Chairman of the Board) today (1-800-458-4646) 
to include your coins, sets, or important individual pieces in our magnificent 
auction program. Just by picking up the phone, you will be on your way to 
receiving a generous check! 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 ♦ Wolfchoro, Nl I 03894 ♦ 800458 4646 * In Nl I: 569-5095 * Pax: (603) 569-5319 
www.lmwmanilincrcna.com ♦ e-mail: aiiclioiK'obowcrsandmcrcna.eom 



ItiO'l Class I Silver Dollar 
liliasba/i specimen realized $ I,SIS,000. 






THE NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

presents its 

55th CONFERENCE AND CONVENTION 
at the Sheraton Waterbury Hotel 
Exit 26 off 1-84 
Waterbury, Connecticut 

Saturday, October 30, 1999, 10AM - 7PM 
Sunday, October 31, 1999, 9AM - 4PM 

55 tables in the bourse 
Competitive Exhibits 
What-Is-It? Table 
YN Program 
Club Meetings 

Show Special Rate of $75 Single/$80 Double 
203/573-1000 Monday - Friday daytime 
1-800/541-0469 outside of CT 

Members are encouraged to enter an exhibit and to 
participate in helping with the show 


New England Numismatic Association _ 

Robert S. Anderson, Secretary, PO Box 920586, Needham MA 02492-0007 


July 1999 


Dear NENA Medal Collector, 

The following is the order form for the 1999 NENA convention medal. The order period is short 
again this year. 

This year’s medal commemorates fifty years of NENA medals. The 55th Conference and 
Convention is to be held on October 30 and 31, 1999 at the Sheraton Waterbury Hotel Exit 26 off 
1-84, Waterbury, Connecticut. 

We hope to see you in October at the convention. Please stop by the medals table and say hello. In 
any event, order your medals NOW. Don’t be disappointed as some procrastinators were last 
year! 

Sets of two numbered medals (fine silver, antiqued bronze) and individual, unnumbered fine silver 
are assured bv pre-order only . Individual bronze may also be pre-ordered. 

ALL ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY SATURDAY, September 11, 1999 


1999 NENA Medal Order Form 

Please mail to: NENA 

PO Box 920586 Please make checks or money orders 

Needham, MA 02492-0007 payable to N.E.N.A, 


All medals 39mm diameter 

Convention Pickup 

By Mail 


Price 

Qty 

Price 

Qty 

Total 

Set of Two Numbered Medals 

$30.00 


$33.00 



Unnumbered Fine Silver 

23.00 


25.00 



Unnumbered Antiqued Bronze 

7.00 


9.00 



Life Member Bronze Medal 

6.00 


8.00 




Enclosed Total 



Name: 

Address: 

City: 


State: 


Zip: 
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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC 

ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES COINS 

Collectors, Dealers and Investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc. for the past 35 years we have been in business. 

If you are buying, we have an inventory of several hundred NGC, 
PCGS and ANACS coins that change daily. For a free list and to 
receive a periodic listing of our current inventory, we request your 
address or fax number. We also service want lists on an aggressive 
basis. Visit us at www.northeastcoin.com. We update daily! 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. It does not need to be certified. Single coins 
or complete collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dealers, 
doesn’t it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc. 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows, call, fax or write us 
today Authorized dealer in all major grading services. 



10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 


1-800-449-2646 

978-369-9155 

978-369-9619 (Fax) 

Entail: nencoin@aol.cont 

Visit us on the Web at www.notheastcoin.com 


Thomas 
Caldwell 
ANA LM 
#1318 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


PRESIDENT 

Bob Hewey 

P.O. Box 586 

Needham, MA 02192-0006 

Email: BoltonBob@aol.com 

VICE PRESIDENT 

George Bilodeau 

TREASURER 

Robert S. Anderson 

P.O. Box 920586 

Needham, MA 02492-0007 

DIRECTOR EMERITUS 

John Kittredge 

DIRECTORS 
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The NENA NEWS is the official publication of the New England Numismatic Association 
(NENA). It is published quarterly and mailed to all members of the association in good standing. 
For information about NENA of this publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS, P.O. Box 586, Needham, MA 02192-0006 



PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Bob Hewey 

Hello! Many of you don't know me but I'm your new 
NENA President. I'm a long-time resident of Connecticut, 
a collector since 1958, an active local club member since 
the mid-1960's, an ANA member since 1979 and a Life 
Member of NENA since 1985 (and a regular member for a 
number of years before that). But I have never been active 
in NENA affairs and attended only a half dozen NENA 
conventions over the years. Why did I step forward now 
and what do I have to offer? 

Two major things happened to steer me in the direction of 
more active participation with NENA. First, I achieved my 
goal of early retirement after nearly twenty-nine years 
service in various technical, management and project 
leadership roles with The Hartford Financial Services 
Group. Second, Bob Fritsch was forced by circumstances 
to resign his post as Acting NENA President and no one 
stepped forward. The impact of his departure on NENA 
was magnified by the fact that the Vice President's position 
was also vacant at the time. I saw his plea for help in this 
year's first issue of NENA News and thought that the skills 
I had honed in industry might be of value 

But how could I jump in with so little knowledge about and 
activity in NENA? I phoned Bob Fritsch to see if he 
thought I could be of help. He encouraged me to get 
involved. I spoke with the Connecticut's NENA State 
Director, Jack Hobbs, who suggested I attend some of the 
NENA board meetings to become familiar with the 
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members and participate in the planning of this year's 
bourse and convention. After a few meetings, it was clear 
that I could help fill the void and offered I myself for the 
role of President. I am pleased that my offer was welcomed 
and I was elected to the Presidency at NENA's 55th 
Conference and Convention held Halloween weekend in 
Waterbury, CT. NENA Director and Exhibits Coordinator 
George Bilodeau has stepped up to assume the office of 
NENA Vice President. With the continuity provided by 
Bob Anderson, who did double and triple duty during this 
period of instability (thanks Bob!) and the returning 
directors and NENA News editor, I think we have a sound 
base to build upon. 

Now we need YOUR help. It has been five years since we 
have examined the bylaws of NENA and we want your 
input on whether they should be revised. Our 
purpose is currently stated as follows. 

• to encourage and develop the active appreciation and 
understanding of numismatics in the New England states 
andelsewhere; 

• to conduct courses of study in the art and science of 
numismatics; 

• to give and sponsor lectures, exhibitions, displays, and 
functions pertaining to numismatics; 

• to establish and maintain a library of numismatic items 
such as books, coins, and medals; 
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• to edit and publish various forms of numismatic literature; 

• to establish and maintain such quarters for all purposes of 
NENA as may be necessary; and 

• to conduct or supervise sales and exchanges of coins, 
medals, books, and all incidental or related accessories and 
supplies, including auction and bourse sales. 

Do you think we are trying to do too much? Do we need a 
tighter focus? If so, what should it be? What would you like 
NENA do for you, our members, that we aren't doing now? 
What is the best thing NENA does currently? How 
can we encourage more involvement by our membership? I 
would like to hear from you so that our association meets 
the needs and interests of its members. Please contact me 
via email at <BoltonBob@aol.com> or via "Snail-mail" at 
NENA, Attention: President's Office, P.O. Box 586, 
Needham, MA 02192-0006 to share your thoughts. If 
you'd like to attend one (or more) of our Board meeting 
(next one to be held Saturday, January 29 at 10:00 a m. 
in Worcester, MA), let me know. We are open to new 
approaches and fresh faces. 


2000 NENA Dues are Payable 

Y2K has brought with it the need to renew your NENA 
dues. Please make your checks ($10 per member) out to 
NENA and send them to P.O. Box 920586, Needham, MA 
02492-0007. 

A dues renewal form has been included in this issue of the 
NENA News on page 26 for your connivance. 
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Coin Dealing on the Internet - Part 1 

By Bob Hewey (LM 3016) 

As collectors of numismatica, most of us are trying to 
find just the right item at just the right price. Many of us 
scour through local dealer inventories, search the classified 
sections of Coin World or Numismatic News and attend 
coin shows at every opportunity and still can’t locate that 
elusive piece at any price. On the other hand, many of us 
have acquired a coin, medal or token that we bet someone 
out there is just dying to have. We would gladly trade or 
sell the piece for the right price. But what is the right 
price? And how do we locate that person, who may live on 
the other side of the country or the world? 

If either of these descriptions fit you, and you have a 
computer with Internet access, you may be ready to move 
into the world of Internet coin dealing. Let me share with 
you some of the options, advantages and potential pitfalls 
of trading coins. 

There are more options for the collector to buy online 
than sell online. Buying options include individual dealer 
web sites, multi-dealer auction sites, professional coin auc¬ 
tion sites and the general online auction services which 
offer coins and exonumia. Selling options are generally 
limited to the latter two, though some dealers post buy 
prices on their web sites. 

Part I of this article will cover individual dealer web 
sites, multi-dealer auction sites, and professional coin auc¬ 
tion sites. Part 2 (in the next issue of NENA News) will 
cover the general online auction services. 

Individual dealer web sites (in the format <http:// 
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www.dealername.com>) can be located by doing a web 
site “search” with your internet browser with the key words 
“coins” or “numismatics” with more specific words (e g. 
“Latin American Coins”) to narrow the focus. Many 
browsers require that you specify “AND” between words if 
you only wish to view sites that contain all of the words in 
the description (e g. Latin AND American AND coins). 
Otherwise, you may access sites that contain any of the 
words and find listings for Latin music or coin counting 
machinery! If you specify “Coins AND Numismatics”, 
what you will end up with is something like a world-wide 
yellow pages listing for thousands of coin dealers, coin 
clubs and organizations, show listings, governmental and 
non-governmental mints and auction sites offering coins. 
You then have to read the summary caption or go into each 
site to see if there is anything of interest to you. It can be 
pretty overwhelming. 

If you find an individual dealer who has material you 
like, it is more or less like buying from an ad in Coin World 
or other numismatic publication from there on with one 
major exception: you can get immediate feedback on 
whether the piece is still available and, if the dealer accepts 
VISA, MasterCard or other charge card, you may order 
and pay for it immediately. 

Security will vary by site as will limits on use of 
information gained in a transaction. However, giving your 
charge account number over the Internet is about as secure 
as giving it over the telephone or by mail. If you’re dealing 
with someone you don’t know, there is always room for 
concern There are probably more honest people than 
dishonest folks on the Internet just as there are anywhere. 
But you have to beware of the con artists who inhabit a 


niche in every type of business. If a dealer you know and 
trust has a web site, the Internet can be a very effective 
means of doing business. 

Multi-dealer auction sites will most likely also turn up 
in your search. One that I have spent a little time with is 
<http://www.numismatists.com>. It is a bit like an online 
“bourse” where each dealer has his own auction posted, 
usually with a brief summary of the type of material offered. 
There is usually some search or category capability to help 
you find what you are looking for. In my experience, you 
register once at the site and then you deal directly with the 
listing dealer, each of whom has his or her own shipping 
and payment terms. Also, you can usually post your 
maximum bid on an item and it will be reduced to one 
increment over the next highest bidder, as is the case with 
many mail bid auctions. Auctions usually close within a 
week or two. One advantage to this approach is that you 
can keep track of your bids. You can see when you are 
outbid on an item and have the opportunity to “up the ante” 
if you wish. Another advantage compared to major auction 
house auctions is that there is usually no “buyers fee” added 
to your bid, though shipping and handling are usually extra. 
Most dealers accept major charge cards, an approach with 
which I have had no problems, as I stated earlier. 

It is also possible for you to become a “dealer” and 
have your auctions listed for a fee, just as you could rent a 
table at a coin show or place an ad in a coin publication. 
However, some sites insist on certifying you as a dealer and 
require that you abide by a code of ethics before they allow 
you to post to their site, an important protection for the 
consumer. 
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Good sites also offer feedback opportunities and may 
intervene on your behalf if there is a problem. Whether 
buying or selling, it is always important to be cautious, 
particularly if you have no experience with an individual. 
And remember, a bid is a contract to buy if you are the high 
bidder. 

One of the oldest “online” auction houses from what I 
call the professional coin auction sites is Teletrade. Tele¬ 
trade began auctions on February 25, 1987 and offers only 
certified coins (Colonial, U.S. and foreign) from the major 
grading services (i.e. ANACS, PCGS, NGC and ICG). 
Initially, those who registered to participate were issued an 
ID and password and then mailed a videotape a week or so 
in advance to view the auction lots. Bidding was done 
strictly via touch-tone phone at first. The distribution of 
videotapes was phased out after a year or so and a pam¬ 
phlet offering descriptions by “independent numismatists” 
mailed instead 

Teletrade has a “no questions asked” return policy, but 
you will incur expenses even if you return an item. There is 
no refund of buyers commissions (minimum $2.75 per lot), 
postage and handling charges; and there is also a fairly 
substantial return handling charge (currently 3% of the lot 
price plus $5 on lots $200 or less, plus $10 on higher 
valued lots). A few years back, Internet bidding at 
<www.teletrade.com> was added, though you can still bid 
via phone. You can now watch the auction in action and 
pictures of many of the higher valued lots can be viewed. 
There are now usually three auctions weekly (Monday, 
Wednesday and Sunday, 3:00-10:00 p.m ), though you can 
post your “maximum bid” ahead of time for an item on any 
current or future auction. An interesting feature is that no 
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invoices are sent. You must call or check online to see if you 
won any bids and send the amount requested within two 
days. 

Anyone may consign to Teletrade, though there is mini¬ 
mum of 8 lots or $1000 value. Coins are auctioned 2-6 weeks 
after they are received. You can normally expect to wait six 
weeks after the auction for payment (this allows for possible 
returns to Teletrade). Teletrade does not offer minimums or 
reserve bids. The only way you can “protect” your consign¬ 
ment is to submit a “Buyback” bid, which must be posted at 
least an hour before the action officially begins. Those who 
buy back their coins in this way are not charged the buyer’s 
fee, just the seller’s fee (6% to 8% with a minimum of $6 for 
most lots) plus shipping. Any bids posted by the seller within 
the hour before or during the auction are treated as any other 
bid and subject to both buyer’s and seller’s fees. 

Teletrade also offers a search facility for both historical 
information and lots in upcoming auctions. This is a good 
way to get the “pulse of the market” for items that you are 
interested in buying or selling. Non-registered visitors are 
allowed access to some of these features. 

I have both bought and sold via Teletrade with varying 
results. Some of my purchases were real bargains; some just 
decent values and some warranted returning in spite of the 
high fees. As a seller, I generally did less well than I’d hoped 
for, especially after the $6+ per lot commission for most lots 
was deducted. Only Items realizing over $5000 are charged 
no sellers commission. 


Whenever the less than “<“ and greater than “>“ charac¬ 
ters are shown, they are intended to be delimiters and should 
be treated like quotation marks and not typed in. 
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Roman Coins in Colorado 

The ANA Summer Seminars 

By Fred Liberatore 

Once in a while everyone has a piece of really good 
luck. Mine for the year 1999 was winning the Arthur and 
Prue Fitts Numismatic Scholarship. As a result of this good 
luck I flew to Colorado Springs in mid July and spent a 
happy and exciting week at the University of Colorado 
campus, which is also ANA headquarters. This was the 18 l 
year of Summer Seminars and they were well organized. 
The dormitory was clean and quiet and the food excellent. 

The class schedule was about three hours in the morn¬ 
ing and afternoon with a midway break of ten minutes or 
so I took the session on Roman Coinage. It was not easy 
to choose a course. Left for the future are Islamic coins, 
ancient Greek coin, medieval coins, Biblical coins etc. Our 
instructors were David Vagi, whose book on Roman 
coinage will soon be published by Krause and Kerry Wet- 
terstrom. Kerry was formerly of the Classical Numismatic 
Group (CNG) and is now the editor of The Celator, a 
popular journal on ancient and medieval numismatics and 
art. I thought that both instructors were extraordinarily 
well qualified to teach this course. 

We spent our days happily viewing slides of Roman 
coins and numerous examples of the real thing. Many of the 
coins, which were provided by our instructors and by one 
of the students who had an exceptional collection, were of 
museum quality The lectures were very informal, and 
numerous questions were posed and answered if the answer 
was known. 

There were special treats during the course. David 
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Hendin, who is a well-known author on Biblical coins, 
gave a wonderful illustrated talk on ancient coin cleaning, 
conservation and preservation. The work is a combina¬ 
tion of science, art, infinite patience and plain old good 
luck. He advised us that ALL ancient coins are cleaned to 
some degree. The trick is to clean them without causing 
destruction. 

A second treat was the superb collection of fakes, 
forgeries, cast counterfeits and Paduan imitations of Ro¬ 
man coins that Kerry provided to the class for us to 
examine. Nearly everyone was fooled by some of the 
pieces that he presented. Some had superb fake encrusta¬ 
tion, and some were even die struck! The die struck 
forgeries by Slavei, the Bulgarian, were very deceptive. 
They were new, and the style was not correct; but the 
artificial aging and corrosion would fool many collectors. 

A third treat was a working replica of an ancient mint. 
The Gallery Mint provided this demonstration, which was 
conducted by the artist who cut the dies and an assistant. 
The artist and his co-worker struck the coins with hand- 
cut bronze dies on silver planchets that had been heated 
to a cherry red. It was easy to see why so few ancient 
coins were perfectly struck. If the dies rolled only a little 
bit, the coin would be only partially struck. The coins 
were inscribed on the reverse with the words, “ANA 
summer seminar.” 

There were evening “bull sessions” that were really 
misnamed. They were actually fascinating educational 
seminars that were given by experts in their fields. I 
attended excellent talks about hobo nickels, Lithuanian 
coins, designing and striking coins and medals; and Q. 
David Bowers hosted a session on U S. coinage in gen- 
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eral. 

The ANA Library is the only place that I have ever 
seen that had enough coin books for me. The staff was 
extremely helpful and really wanted to make us happy. 
Unfortunately they are crippled by an arcane book filing 
system that is unique to the ANA library. Neither the card 
catalog nor the computer system contain a complete list 
of the materials, and the budget for new books is only 
$7,000. Because of a shortage of funds, the staff has had 
to cut many journal and auction catalog subscriptions. 
The photocopier was also painfully slow. In spite these 
problems, the ANA library is a MUST visit. 

The displays at the ANA Museum were uneven. The 
U.S. coins were superbly displayed with useful identifica¬ 
tion markers and descriptions on each piece. The foreign, 
medieval and ancient coins were not as well displayed or 
described. 

Two other events deserve mention. First the ANA 
book sale had something for everyone. Better yet a 
branch Post Office in the building was happy to mail your 
purchases home quite inexpensively. Second the Young 
Numismatists’ auction was the highlight of one evening. 
The YNs collected the donations, wrote and distributed 
the catalogs, arranged the display of lots and collected the 
money. It was a well-done professional job. The auction 
raised $17,000 for the YN scholarships next year. A 
number of professional coin dealers were especially gen¬ 
erous 

I took two side trips. The first was to the top of 
Pike’s Peak on a cog railroad. At the height of more than 
14 thousand feet, the weather obliged, and it snowed 1/8 
of an inch on July 11. The Rocky Mountains are incredi- 
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bly rugged, and the railroad is an engineering triumph. 

The second trip was a must-see for any collector, a visit 
to the Denver mint. As ANA members we received a floor 
tour and red carpet treatment from the mint. An armed 
guard was present at all times, however, and everyone was 
searched. It was nothing personal. 

The Denver mint is located in an imposing two story 
stone building in downtown Denver. The facility has pro¬ 
duced more than 10 billion coins so far this year and is 
going for an all time record. The mint is operating six days 
a week around the clock. The director is hiring and training 
a lull weekend staff so that the facility can reduce manda¬ 
tory overtime (The current employees are tired of working 
the long hours.) and yet reach maximum capacity. 

German presses now make our coinage; no American 
firm produces suitable equipment. The newest presses 
continuously strike 750 coins per minute until the dies fail. 
The equipment is massive and the ground level concrete 
floor rumbles constantly. Although the collectors may find 
the mint’s products fascinating, I would describe working 
at the mint as hot, dirty, dangerous, noisy, hard and boring. 

Here are some collector tips: Yes, there are half-dollars 
in the vault, but the Federal Reserve has not called for them 
yet. Yes, the new dollar coins will be struck next year. Yes, 
Susan B. Anthony dollars will be struck in the fall because 
the Federal Reserve will run out of them. With demand at 
60 to 80 million, I would expect that 15 to 20 million of 
them will be struck with a 70:30 ratio between the Denver 
and Philadelphia mints. 

Yes, the Georgia quarter are being struck, and they are 
“bag marked” right out of the coin chute before they reach 
the bagging room. Error collectors should be advised that 
mint employees inspect newly struck coins with a 7 to 
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9-power glass as a final quality check. If you cannot see it 
with a 9-power glass, the defect is not an error in the eyes 
of the mint. 

All in all I had a wonderful time and cannot thank Art 
and Prue enough for the scholarship that made this trip 
possible. My only problem is to figure out how to go there 
again next year. 


NENA Exhibit Awards 

United States Coins, Larry Gentile, Second Place 
Beauty, Frank Hoerzer, Second Place 
Medals, Paul Lajoie, Second Place 
The People’s Choice Award, Paul Lajoie 
Eliott Goldberg Best of Show Award, Paul Lajoie 


NENA Raffle Winners 

C. Ferreri, U.S. $25.00 Gold Eagle 
R. Hewey, IGS Certification certificate 
P Kowalski, 1999 U.S. Proof Set 

M. San Angelo, Guide Book to Liberty Seated Half Dimes 
A. Melendez, 1797 English Cartwheel 
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Paul Lajoie accepts the Elliott L. Goldberg best of 
show exhibit award for club treasurer, Bob Anderson. 


Calling for 

NENA News Articles 

Why not share your knowledge with your fellow 
collectors? If you have never written an article before, or if 
you are unsure as to how to proceed, your editor will be 
glad to give you a hand. And remember, it’s a great way 
to qualify instantly for the Fitts Scholarship program! 

NOTE: My backlog of articles is now depleted! Why 
not get your name up in lights, or at least grab the 
undivided attention of the NENA membership and 
write an article for the NENA News today! 
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W. Bell’s Dry Goods Store tokens were produced on 1859 
Indian Cents. They are listed in Fuld as PA 360 A-do 


Did You Know 

That some Civil War tokens were struck over regular 
U.S. coins? Nearly all of these pieces were never intended 
to be used in circulation. Civil War token makers produced 
them for 19 th century collectors who wanted a piece that 
was unique and different. Usually the host coin was a 
copper-nickel cent or a dime. Sometimes another Civil War 
token was used, but those pieces may have been pressed 
into service as an economy measure, not a collectors’ item. 

The W Bell Dry Goods Company of Erie, Pennsylvania 
issued perhaps the only struck over Civil War tokens that 
was intended for circulation. The Bell Company tokens 
were struck on 1859 Indian Cents. The reverses were 
planed off, and the surfaces were struck with a crudely 
executed die The reverse, which always has concentric 
marks from the planing operation, reads, “For / bargains / 
in / dry goods / go to / W. Bell’s / 5 Exchange / Erie PA.” 
The Indian Cent obverse is always flattened to Good to 
Very Good condition from the planing and over strike 
processes Perhaps 50 to 75 of these tokens are known, and 
they have a market value of about $125.00. 
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NENA News Advertising Information 

NENA News is the official publication of NENA, the 
New England Numismatic Association. It is published 
quarterly and mailed to all members of the association 
in good standing. For information about NENA or this 
publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS 
Box 586 

Needham, MA 02192-0006 

NENA NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE OF BACK COVER $55 

Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 


COIN SHOW NEWS 

Willimantic, CT 50 dealer show feturing the leading coins and 
paper money dealers in New England. Sunday, March 5, 2000 
at the Elks’ Lodge, Pleasant Street, Rt 32 Willimantic, Conn. 
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 


New Bedford, MA 40 tables, Sunday January 30, 2000 at the 
VFW Poirier Post, 929 Ashley Boulevard, 10 AM to 4 PM. 

TO LIST NENA MEMBER CLUB COIN SHOWS IN UPCOMING 
ISSUES OF NENA NEWS. SEND INFORMA TION ALONG WITH A 
TELEPHONE NUMBER TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, 
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Club Meeting Times and Places 


TO LIST CLUB MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES IN NENA 
NEWS. SEND TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, 
BOSTON, MA 02117-1314. 

Biackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone Municipal Center, 
Fire Dept. Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA. Meetings third 
Tuesday, 7 P.M 

Boston Numismatic Society, Woman's Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, Sept. 

- June, 8 P.M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Central Connecticut Coin Club. East Hartford Public Library, 
840 Main Street, East Hartford, CT 06108. Meetings first 
Tuesday Sept. - June, 7 P.M. For information: (203) 529-0715 

Collectors Club of Boston, Woman's Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept. 

- June, 8 P.M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England. Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings all at 8:00 P.M.: the 
first Monday, Oct. - June, 8 P.M. except September: the second 
Monday of the month. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community Center, Comer 
Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME. Meetings first Tuesday, 
7 P.M. for information: (207) 794- 6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine Veterans Home, 290 
U S. Route 1, Scarborough, ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 
September to June at 7:00 PM Stephen A. Crain. 89 Varney 
Mill Rd.. Windham. ME, 04062, (207) 892-7113. 
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Greater New Bedford Coin Club, Andrew Dahill V.F.W., 
Park Street, New Bedford, MA. Meetings second and fourth 
Sundays, 7 P.M For information, John Izidoro, P.O. Box 2991, 
New Bedford, MA 02741. 

Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center Library, Rt 
89, Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT. Meetings fourth 
Monday, Sept, through April (except December) 7:30 P.M. 
Annual Coin Show in March, Dinner/Donation Auction in 
December. For information, call (203) 429-6970 (6-9 P.M.) 

Nashua Coin Club, Chandler Memorial Library, 257 Main 
Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second Monday, 7 P.M. except 
June and October. 

Newport Country Coin Club, Howard Johnson’s Lodge, 351 
West Main Road (Rt. 138 at Two Mile Comer), Middletown, 
RJ. Meetings second Tuesday, 8 P.M. For information: Walter 
Clavette, P.O. Box 3, Newport, RI 02840. 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood Center, 
intersection of Routes 1 and 2, Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third 
Wednesday year round, 7:30 P.M. For information: David 
Barbone, (860) 599-1571. 

Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of Columbus Hall. 169 
Worcester Street, Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday, 
September - June, 7:30 P.M. (Doors open at 6:30 P.M.) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good Sheperd, Elm 
Street, West Springfield, MA. Meetings second Sunday, 
September - June, 7 P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, Greendale People’s 
Church Hall, 25 Francis Street, Worcester, MA. Meetings 
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second Friday, September - June, 7:00 P M For information: 
(508) 853-9258 (mornings only) 

NENA Classified Ads 

FOR SALE: 7 different Chinese banknotes (1930’s & 40’s) 
$10.00/set. 4 different Hong Kong & Macau colony coins (1950’s 
and 70’s) $12.00/set. (Postage included) Chris Chany, 170 Fayette 
Street, Wollaston, MA 02170. (1) 

WANTED: Lighter than air items. Also town, city or county 
commemorative medals from all of New England with or without 
ribbons I need many of the older pieces. Please write first. Alvan 
Jones. P.0 Box 3423, Fayville, MA 01745. (1) 

WANTED: Articles/stories written between 1870 and 1940 about 
macerated money products From shredded money sold by the 
Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. I would be 
interested in buying any items. Bertram Cohen. 169 Marlborough 
St., Boston, MA 02116^ (617) 247-4754. (2) 

POPOUTS/REPOUSSE: Information wanted on origin and history 
of popouts and the process. Also will purchase. Jack Haroian, 6 
Eddy St., Auburn, MA 01501. NENA Life Member #2060. (2) 

Wanted: 10 K Gold 1952 NENA medal, 1873 BNS medals, 
Boston real photo post cards and adv. covers Kevin E. 
McKelvey P.O Box 1061 Jackson, NJ 08527, FAX (732) 
833-9096 (Life Member 4097) (1) 

For Sale 19th Century Springfield, MA Baseball Medals 

call, write or Email for availability William T. Jones, Numis¬ 
matist, P.O Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117. (617) 341- 2514, 
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Email: billjonesfg'mediaone.net NENA Life Member #2060. (1) 

For Sale: Rolls of Uncirculated cents. One of each except where 
noted. 1955-D (2 rolls) 1959-D, 1960-D, 1968, 1968-D, 1969- 
D, 1971-S (4 rolls), 1971-D (5 rolls), 1973-S, 1973. All for $95 
or best offer + S&H D.R. Dietz, 35 Pleasant St., Hyannis, MA 
02601, (508) 771-6206. Life member (2) 

WANTED: Information on the Sons of Liberty Medal used by 
the men during the 1700s Revolutionary time. Many people tell 
me that it is a figment of Hollywood’s imagination & none have 
ever appeared. Art Kay, P.O. Box 485, Hudson, MA 01749 (3) 

Desperately Wanted: US Colonial, especially rare Connecticut 
and NJ’s, and rare Redbook types. Also pre-1835 US gold. Coin 
Rarities of New England, 1231-B East Main Street #228, 
Meriden, CT 06450-1019. 1-800 COINS-99 (3) 

Classified Ad Policy (PLEASE NOTE!!) 

FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word 
classified ad related to numismatics. This is your chance to 
buy, sell or trade your coins, currency, medals, tokens, 
books or whatever ... 

Send your typed or clearly written ad to: 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117- 
1314 

PLEASE NOTE 

The editor reserves the right to revise ads and allocate 
space among those who have placed ads in the past. When 
space is limited, preferences will be given to (1) those 
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whose ads have not been published previously, and (2) 
those whose ads have been “bumped” from previous issues. 

NOTE! 

AH ads will be published twice. After the second 
publication of your ad, you must send me a letter 
stating that you would like your notice to be published 
again. The goal of this policy is to keep the material 
fresh and to avoid unwanted responses after your needs 
have been fulfilled. 

Each ad will be followed by a number (1) or (2). If a 
(2) appears at the end of your ad, that means that your 
editor will not publish it in the next issue of the NENA 
News unless I receive a letter from you telling me to 
renew it. 


Calling for 

Letters to the Editor 

Have you ever wanted express an opinion on some 
numismatic subject and didn’t know where you could share 
your thoughts? Now you have a forum - The NENA News! 
Send your letters to William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, 
Boston, MA 02117-1314. 

So just don’t sit there and fret. Write a letter to your 
NENA News editor today, and get your point across! 

Publication will be subject the appropriateness of the 
subject and space considerations. Letters may be edited in order to 
provide sufficient space for various subjects and points of view. All 
letters will become the property of the New England Numismatic 
Association. 
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A Follow-up on 

the Springfield, Massachusetts Baseball Medal 

Last fall your editor received numerous requests for copies 
of the edition of the NENA News that contained the article 
on the Springfield, Massachusetts baseball medal. Unfortu¬ 
nately the picture of the medal that was printed in the 
NENA News was terrible. A far better picture appears 
below. 



The Springfield, Massachusetts Baseball Medal 

By John Adams Bolen (1861) 
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mailing address 






zip code 


please return with your payment 

2000 NENA DUES_$10.00 

Dear Member: 

Your 2000 dues are now due. We would 
appreciate having all dues remitted as soon as possible 
so that we can update our membership files. Please 
send your check payable to NENA for your 
2000 dues to: 

NENA 

P.O. Box 920586 
Needham, MA 02492-0007 

Thank you for your support of NENA. 


The NENA Past Presidents Fund supports our 
Young Numismatists activities at the annual 
Conference. Donations to this fund may be added 
to your check for your dues if you wish to support 
our YN program. 
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An Unsurpassed Record 
of Auction uccess 


/Type invite you to become a part of our spectacular upcoming auction 
V Vv season! When it conics time to sell, you deserve the best-Auctions by 
Bovvers and Mcrena, Inc. Whether your collection is worth several thousand 
dollars or millions of dollars, we can realize for you the highest possible market 
price! What other auction houses claim to do, Auctions by Bowers and Mcrena 
has already done—and has the records to prove it. 



HUM Class I Silver Dollar 
Eliasbnii spminai realized $ I,SIS,(UK). 


Wc have handled more valuable collections 
and have set more auction price records 
than has any other firm. Our fabulous sales 
have included: 

♦ The $44.9 million I'.liasberg Collection 

♦ The $2.5 million Garrett Collection 

♦ The $20 million Norwcb Collection 

♦ Our ongoing sales of the Harry W. Bass, 
Jr. Collection 

Six of the top 10 world record prices for 
U.S. coins at auction, achieved by Bowers 
and Mcrena (including the only two coins 
ever to cross the $1 million mark) 


/TVOlien you consign to Bowers and Mcrena, you consign to the most 
vv successful rare coin auction firm in American numismatic history! Let 
our record of success be your record of success, too. Call John Pack (Auction 
Director) or Q. David Bowers (Chairman of the Board) today (1-800-458-4646) 
to include your coins, sets, or important individual pieces in our magnificent 
auction program. Just by picking up the phone, you will be on your way to 
receiving a generous check! 


Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 ♦ Wnlfebom, Nl I O.WM ♦ X00 45X4646 ♦ In Nl I: S69-5095 ♦ Pax: (603) 569-5319 
www.how'ersniHlmcrciia.com ♦ e-mail: auciion«d>owersandmcrcna.cont 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Name _ Date 

Please Print 


Mailing Address _ 

City/Town _ State _ ZIP 


Numismatic Intcrests_ 


ANA Number 


Applicant’s Signature_ 


_ Oth er Affiliations_ 


Dues per calendar year: 

□ $ 10.00 Regular Membership 

□ $100.00 Regular Life Membership 

□ $ 5.00 Junior Membership (under 18) 
Date of Birth_ 


Complete form and send with check 
Payable to NENA to: 

NENA 

P.O. Box 586 
Needham, MA 02192-0006 


□ $ 10.00 Club Membership 

□ 5 / 00.00 Club Life Membership 

NENA A'gii’.v, A quarterly publication of the Neiv England Numismatic Association, is included with membership 






















